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Presidential peripateticisms – “While this magnetic” 
It’s all happening here at the G&SS, so that’s why this Spring 
issue reaches you earlier than usual to keep you abreast of 
forthcoming events!  I have to say that I’m really excited about 
the plunge that the Board has taken into (semi-)unknown waters 
at the helm of the G&SSpinafore (sorry, but I couldn’t resist it!) 
on its journey to distant shores. 

So, without further ado, it’s on to this issue’s contents: Board decisions, a myriad of 
forthcoming events (well into the next financial year) reminded, announced or envisaged, a 
review, the Spotlight, clerihews from Philip, etc.  In all cases, my thanks go to my fellow Board 
members for their help and contribution without whom none of that which follows would or 
will be possible. 

On a final note: if you’re reading this as an e-document (pdf), all e-links are active! 
 

Board decisions – “That we will well and truly try” 
Given the plethora of forthcoming events that follow this 
section, it is fairly clear what the Board has discussed in its two 
meetings since the last Newsletter.  Some are ‘regulars’, like 
my own talk in the coming days, some are statutory (i.e. the 
AGM), some are twinklings in our eyes (e.g. the Yule Apéro, 
the Burns Supper) and some are regulars with a slightly 
different slant (the Summer Apéro).  But what is relatively  
new are those events which we have given the generic title  
“The Gilbert & Sullivan Society presents …”.  The basic idea is to make our (your) Society 
more well-known ‘through the back door’, as it were.   

This was already discussed at the AGM, and the Minutes of that meeting record: “There 



The Gilbert & Sullivan Society Newsletter                    Spring 2019 
 

 – 2 – 
 
 

was a discussion about opening up the Society without forgetting its roots.  New members need 
to be attracted.  Gilbert and Sullivan had a great influence on British opera and inspired many.  
The idea is to open up and develop this idea further, adopting English language music – up to 
and including American and Irish songs.  The idea was well received.  The President stated that 
the Society should take stock of the singers willing to perform and choose the music 
accordingly. …  The Society could also organise events with professional singers – through 
Beverley Worboys and Tiffany Butt who both have excellent contacts.” 

Well, that’s precisely what these “G&SS presents …” hope to achieve.  Open to everyone, 
(including, of course, our members who I hope will support this initiative not just with their 
approval at the AGM but also with their physical presence), the first such will be centred around 
Cole Porter.  Organised and featuring Tiffany, this will be an evening not to be missed. 

Completely different, and, truth to tell, nothing to do with Gilbert, is the second such 
evening – already scheduled and the venue booked for the Society’s coming year – which I can 
guarantee will be a revelation, incredibly interesting and, in spite of its theme, thoroughly 
enjoyable.  (Wo)Manned entirely by professionals, there will be two opportunities to go and 
listen: you are strongly advised to mark the dates in your diary – seating is limited. 

And finally, the third such “G&SS presents …”, barely a month later, will be a close-
harmony trio consisting of Beverley and two of her colleagues.  Organisation is at an early stage 
– the Board (especially Beverley and Tiffany) have enough to be going on with! 

All of the above is described in greater detail (and in some cases, can be booked) below. 
 

Forthcoming Society events – 
“Then no longer let us linger” 

 
 
 
 
 
Tuesday, 9th April:  “An oily card – the life and times of Richard D’Oyly Carte” 
As announced in the last 
Newsletter, and with the 
registration form already 
sent out, this is simply a 
short reminder of my second 
talk on the life and times of 
one of the triumvirate, the 
impresario Richard D’Oyly 
Carte.  Although you are 
welcome to take a snap 
decision and simply turn up 
on the night for this one-hour 
discourse, registration (an 
email to me or via the 
‘button’ below) would be 
appreciated in order to get in 
sufficient refreshments and thus avoid disappointment. 
REGISTER 
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Saturday/Sunday, 11th/12th May:  Musical Theatre Workshop and Master Class 
The immense genre of musical theatre ranges across the classically-influenced, intellectualised 
wordplay of Brecht, Weill and Porter, the operatic undertones of Porgy and Bess, Carousel, 
and Les Miserables, Jonathan Larsen’s young bohemians of Rent and even Mamma Mia!   
There is no-one better to explore the scope of this repertoire than our own artistic director/opera 
singer/musical theatre star Beverley Worboys, who herself played the lead role of Christine for 
three years in Andrew Lloyd Webber’s Phantom of the Opera! 

In anticipation of our Summer Apéro “Inspired by Gilbert”, Beverley and Tiffany are 
holding an intense weekend workshop to explore the joys, secrets and challenges of this crazy, 
special thing called musical theatre.  Singers of all levels are welcome and the two-day course 
will include individualised vocal tuition, musical coaching, and acting and performance skills.  
Finally, a masterclass on Sunday afternoon will lead to a concert performance on Sunday 
evening, which will be your chance to showcase your inner Minelli, Chenoweth, or Patinkin to 
family and friends. 

The workshop, which will be around ten hours of tuition is, given the quality of the coaches, 
very competitively priced, and even more so for members!  To keep the quality of tuition as 
high as possible, numbers are limited, so be sure to register your interest as soon as possible!  
Summer Apéro singers will be given priority. 

Either contact the Society (savoyardsbasel@gmail.com) or, should you require more 
information, Beverley (beverley@beverleyworboys.com) and/or Tiffany (tiffany.butt@zhdk.ch) 
directly. 
 
Friday, 17th May:  The Gilbert & Sullivan Society presents “An evening with  
                                  Cole Porter” 
In keeping with our theme this year, “Inspired by Gilbert”, we bring you a delicious,  
de-lovely evening of songwriting bonbons by American-songbook composer and lyricist  
Cole Porter, slinkily and minkly delivered by well-known Basel/Detroit chanteuse Nina 
Bradlin and our very own Tiffany Butt on the ivories.  This event not only will be the first in 
our exciting new series, “G&SS presents”, it also marks the opening of Launchlabs in the 
Gundeldingerfeld, a hip coworking space-by-day, as a concert venue-by-night! 

Born into wealth and high society, Cole Porter enjoyed a glamorous existence among 
penthouses, chiffon and champagne, where, as someone succinctly put it, “Ginger fell in love 
with Fred for the first time”.  Highly educated, intellectually curious and richly imaginative, 
Porter cut his songwriting teeth making up witty ditties to amuse his classmates at Yale and 
Harvard. Some small early successes led to him mounting his first full-length Broadway 
production at the age of 25, a “patriotic comic opera” modelled on Gilbert & Sullivan; 
unfortunately, it was a flop and closed after two weeks.  Unconvinced of his appeal to a broader 
American audience, he moved to Paris where he shared artistic circles with Picasso, 
Hemingway, Stravinsky and Fitzgerald, but eventually was persuaded by fellow songwriter 
Irving Berlin to return to New York (where he took up residence in a luxury suite at the 
Waldorf-Astoria no less!).  Back on 42nd Street, he cranked out the hits prolifically, producing, 
at the height of his success, one Broadway show and one Hollywood film score per year.   
Gems such as “I get a kick out of you”, “Anything goes”, “You’re the top”, and “I’ve got you 
under my skin” are only a fraction of his output and enjoy enduring popularity not only for their 
polished sophistication and heartrending melodies, but also their poetic imagination: ‘tropical 
splendour’ conjures up ‘music so tender’ and ‘memories evergreen’ in “Begin the Beguine”, 
while we have perhaps all heard about ‘a flight to the moon on gossamer wings’ in “Just one of 
those things”. 
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Please save the date and join us on 17th May at 7:30 pm in what promises to be a simply 
irresistible evening in a snazzy new concert space!  The evening is open to all (so bring your 
friends!) and payment (CHF 20) will be at the door.  The bar will be open and refreshments 
will be available. 
 
Saturday, 15th June:  The Summer Apéro “Inspired by Gilbert” 
After last year’s Summer 
Spectacular (and its reprise, 
the September Showcase), 
we will be returning to the 
more traditional format for 
this year’s Summer Apéro.  
Did I write ‘traditional’?  I 
can pretty much guarantee 
that you’ll be surprised – 
hopefully pleasantly – by the 
choice of programme; hint: 
it’s in the title (nomen est 
omen).  Details are in the 
flyer adjacent, but, so as not 
to tax you further here with 
registrations, this will be sent 
you separately in the coming weeks.  However, please reserve the date for our annual event 
musically heralding in summer! 
 
And next year? 
Members will be aware that our year starts on 1st July, and the Board has already made plans, 
some preliminary but most fairly advanced, of what we will be offering, at least for the first 
half of that period.  Below are those of the latter variety, with definite dates for your diary.  For 
several and different reasons, none are to be missed!  (Not on the list, but something that is 
provisionally penned in for October/November, is the second DVD evening of another Savoy 
opera, again with, depending on interest, a second showing soon after.) 

Thursday, 26th September – The Society’s AGM:  same place, same time as last year. 

Saturday/Sunday, 19th/20th October – Talk on and songs from World War 1:  In its 
second of the series “G&SS presents …”, the Society has invited Professor Vivien Newman to 
give talks on a lesser-known aspect of the Great War, that of the role played by women.  We 
are delighted and honoured that Viv has agreed to leave England just for us, and, as we are 
expecting a lot of interest within but also outside of the Society, she will be speaking on two 
evenings!  But that’s not all!  So as not to forget our musical roots, Beverley, accompanied by 
Tiffany, will be singing songs from the war.  Details in the not too distant future, and members 
are likely to get priority booking (for a strictly limited period), so reserve the dates now! 

Friday, 22nd November – “Closer still with Closer”:  Closer is a close-harmony trio and is 
the third in our “G&SS presents …” series.  More later in the year. 

Friday, 13th December – The Yule Apéro:  The date is fixed (so can also go in your diary), 
but not the venue, as the Alterszentrum zum Lamm closes for renovation for around a year from 
August 2019.  More later in the year. 

		       G&S Summer Apéro 
             “Inspired by Gilbert” 

Saturday 15 June 2019 -  7:30pm (doors 7:00pm) 
Join us for a musical programme featuring librettists influenced by W.S. Gilbert, 
including Noel Coward, Jay Lerner and Cole Porter…as well as G&S songs! 

Location: 	 Silberbergsaal, Zum Lamm, Rebgasse 16, 4058 Basel  
Tram:	 Claraplatz        Parking: Rebgasse       
Cost: 	 Members CHF 30*; non-members CHF 35*   
	 under 26s  CHF 15; under 13s free 
	 Finger buffet and drinks included 
* Advance payment appreciated (CHF 5 surcharge at the door) 

RSVP:	 savoyardsbasel@gmail.com

The Gilbert & Sullivan Society of Basel        www.savoyards.ch 
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Saturday, 25th January 2020 – The Burns Supper (am siathamh deasachadh):  The sixth 
of our major bi-annual event, but the first without the organisational talents of Ann and Tom!  
Be surprised!  Date (Burns’ actual birthday!) and venue are booked, so what’s to stop you 
marking this in your diary? 
 

Review of recent Society events – 
“Singing so merrily, ‘Trial la law’ ” 

 
 
 
DVD showings of H.M.S. Pinafore and Trial by Jury – 17th January & 21st February 
H.M.S. Pinafore & Trial by Jury on the not-so-small Screen 
On 17 January, Johanna MacLeod Honegger hosted the Society’s first-ever film evening.  In 
contrast to most of the Gilbert & Sullivan Society’s events, this one was open exclusively to 
members.  There was no charge for participating and refreshments (wine, soft drinks, and 
nibbles) were offered by the Society.  

Doors opened at 7:00 p.m. and the evening began with an apéro in the Honegger’s cozy 
kitchen.  Johanna’s husband, Eric, and daughter, Alice, were at hand early in the evening to 
welcome the guests (and provide technical assistance before the showing started).  In addition 
to the guests from the G&S Society, the Honegger’s had a vacation guest, Neela, a black 
Labrador Retriever who spends her working days as a guide dog.  Some of the Society members 
– including your humble reviewer – enjoyed Neela’s company very much. 

At 7:30, we trooped down the stairs – bottles, wine glasses, and snacks in hand – to the 
basement room that had been set up as a small theater: large screen, projector, and a great sound 
system.  The entertainment began with a showing of Opera Australia’s production of H.M.S. 
Pinafore.  This was followed by a short break and then came Trial by Jury (also an Opera 
Australia production).  Opera Australia did a fine job on both comic operas.  A bit of nostalgia 
was detectible in the air during TBJ, owing, no doubt, to memories of the Society’s own 
production of it several years ago.  

Everyone enjoyed the evening in the welcoming atmosphere of the Honeggers’ home, and 
I am sure that all who came join me in thanking them for their wonderful hospitality.  In my 
view, the format of this event – an intimate gathering to enjoy a G&S comic opera in someone’s 
home – was a great idea and is a welcome addition to the Society’s program repertoire.  (Here’s 
hoping that hosts are easier to find than tenors.) 

Bernie MacCabe 
 
Many thanks for organising such a pleasant evening yesterday.  It was nice to socialise with a 
smaller group than normal, the screening itself went well (with your large screen) and we all 
enjoyed the performance itself.  I hope it wasn’t too much work for you [Johanna.  Ed.].  But 
it’s certainly something that could be repeated, though I think with a large screen and a good 
performance on the DVD.  It was good to be able to hear a full performance of a G&S opera, 
obviously not the same as something live but most of us probably don’t have the opportunity 
to do that. 

Corinna Balfour 
 
A week ago [received in January.  Ed.] Johanna MacLeod Honegger hosted us very kindly for 
a G&S cinema event at her home.  We were made welcome with a nice and delicious apéro 
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(“some nibbles” as announced) and then moved down to the Movie Room that has a big screen 
to see films.  I found the H.M.S Pinafore production of Opera Australia from 2005 wholly 
enjoyable: nice scenery, very good stage direction and choreography, beautiful costumes with 
loving details.  And the cast was excellent!  I had to get used to Little Buttercup, the singer 
coming more from acting, TV and show-business and the non-classical singing style.  As such 
she rendered her character with a different kind of voice production, more direct and sometimes 
coarse, which irritated me a bit as a contrast to all other singers.  But as a role study it proved 
to be very effective.  Trial by Jury too was very well staged and funny, again with a wonderful 
cast. 

So thank you for organising such an event for G&S Basel! 
Nora Tiedcke 

 
Unable, as others, to go to the first showing, I found myself at Gaby and Felix’ home for the 
reprise.  Even though I had already seen the DVD before (it belongs to my father, as do the 
others by this company), that in no way either detracted from seeing the operas again nor to the 
convivial atmosphere in which they were shown.  With a glass of wine in one hand, home-made 
brownies in the other, and a Savoy opera to watch, listen and enjoy, there are worse ways to 
spend an evening!  It was all summed up by one of the ‘audience’: “When’s the next one?”   
I guarantee that members will not have too long to wait. 

Stephan Arthur 
 

Spotlight on … Johanna MacLeod Honegger 

I was brought up in Glasgow, Scotland, in the 60’s and 70’s, 
with 2 older brothers, 1 older sister, 2 dogs, 1 hamster, 
canaries, budgies, tropical fish and occasionally stick 
insects or beetles we had collected to join our Clan. 

After school I headed further north to Aberdeen to 
study nursing and subsequently found a job as a Registered 
General Nurse in the big smog of London. 

Having always enjoyed travelling and exploring other 
countries and cultures, I decided to combine my love of 
travel and my new profession in a more useful way.  I joined 
up with Médicins sans Frontiers and completed several 
emergency humanitarian missions for them and the 
International Commitee of the Red Cross over the following 
ten years. 

In Rwanda, Africa, I met my husband who was building 
the refugee camps in which I was working.  Thus, my 
connection with Switzerland. 

My early memories of G&S are family outings to the 
Kings Theatre in central Glasgow to see performances put 
on by the D’Oyly Carte company.  They were ‘grand nights’ out at the opera for us and were 
very exciting.  We would listen to the records at home and knew most of the songs and story 
lines quite well. 

One of my fondest memories is going to a performance of The Mikado at my brother’s 
school.  They were all boys, so there was a lot of cross-dressing!  One of my brothers was  
in the chorus backing the Emperor and the other was Yum Yum!  He had a really beautiful 
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voice and was able to sing “The Moon and I” so perfectly it brought tears to our proud eyes!  
However, I do remember my poor brother being teased a lot by classmates for this role! 

In joining the Society, I was able to sing some of those songs from my youth and realised 
they are well ingrained.  Learning more new songs and having more of an insight into the story 
lines and historical context is also interesting.  I really enjoyed the Trial by Jury performance 
but was involved only backstage with props and scenery.  Since then I have met many people 
who are very well versed on Gilbert & Sullivan and have had the opportunity to learn from their 
depth of knowledge. 

As the Society develops it would be great to introduce more people, but also younger 
audiences to this type of music.  At present we are trying to expand our repertoire and introduce 
other artists of a similar genre and showcase them together with G&S songs to appeal to a wider 
group.  In the future I could imagine a weekly choir, focusing on pieces by Gilbert and Sullivan 
and other composers.  I think it could be a big hit! 

 

Other items of interest:  Philip Grubb’s clerihews … 

Sir Joseph Porter, KCB Jacob Rees-Mogg 
Was made the monarch of the sea Likes to go the whole hog 
For switching off his brain He is “plucky and adventure-y” 
Instead of voting for Remain. As Member for the 19th century. 
 
Boris Theresa May 
Led the Brexit chorus Unveiled Plan B today 
This total chump And everyone did say 
Is Britain’s Donald Trump. “Wasn’t that Plan A?”. 
 
[With apologies to anyone who might feel thus offended.  Ed.] 
 

… and observations from Franz Metzger 

Dear Savoyards, 
Aren’t our friends W.S.G and A.S. always up to date?  What about this aria for John Bercow: 
 “In the reign of James the Second 
It was generally reckoned 
As a rather serious crime 
To present a bill thrice at a time...” 
Such a pity they aren’t around to write a Brexit opera.  What will happen next? 
Best wishes 
Franz 
 
[… and likely to be better understood by those still following the parliamentary practises and 
(pr)antics in Westmininster.  Ed.] 
 
… and later, also from Franz, but this time, pure W.S.G. (from Trial by Jury): 
 
“A nice dilemma we have here, 
That calls for all our wit, for all our wit:  
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And at this stage, it don’t appear 
That we can settle it.” 
 
… or, from The Mikado: 
 
“Let the bitter tears I'm shedding 
Witness my distress 
Here’s a pretty mess! 
Here’s a pretty mess!” 
 

Another chance to hear about Gilbert’s wit! 

I have been asked by the English Club to present the talk I gave the G&SS last year on Gilbert’s 
wit on Tuesday, 7th May, on the first floor of the KV building, Aeschengraben 15.  It lasts just 
over an hour (but there’ll be a break) and starts at 8 pm.  If interested, please contact Gaby Felix 
by email (gfelix@datacomm.ch) or phone (061 701 30 66 or 076 526 93 85). 
 

The Semi-Circle’s 
next production 
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Contacts 

The Gilbert & Sullivan Society 
c/o Stephan Arthur 
Hombergstrasse 9 
CH-4433 Ramlinsburg 
Switzerland 

website:  www.savoyards.ch 

emails:  
membership@savoyards.ch 
contact@savoyards.ch 

Bank information: 
a/c holder: The Gilbert & Sullivan Society 
                  4000 Basel 
a/c no: 40-333742-6 
IBAN: CH20 0900 0000 4033 3742 6 
BIC: POFICHBEXXX 


